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Merry Christmas  
& Happy New Year!! !

2016 has been an eventful year for the Akridge 
family and for Rhapsody Ministries.  We’ve 
had ups and downs but God has been faithful.   

!
We finished the 2015-16 school year strong as 
we said goodbye to another great senior class.  
We become attached to every senior class, and 
with this group of graduates it was no different.  !
When summer arrived, Nikki and I started a 
weekly bible study in order to provide some 
“spiritual nourishment” to a group of precious 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  The attendees are 
all involved directly/indirectly with our 
ministry at the school.  It was a refreshing time 
with a group of people we admire.  We were 
teaching our teachers and it was humbling to 
share God’s word with them, as the group was 
full of people who have been spiritually 
influential to us.  

!!
  A couple of challenges… !

While the bible study was a great season of 
blessing, it was bookended by a couple of 
challenges the Lord allowed into our lives.   !
Exactly five minutes before the start of the first 
week of the study I get a call from Nikki who 
proceeds to tell me she and Maggie Grace were 
in a car accident.  Nikki was waiting to make a 
left turn and the driver behind her wasn’t 
paying attention and hit her from behind, 

totaling our vehicle in the process.  Wife and 
daughter were okay.  Our disappointment was 
obviously losing our vehicle, but more that 
someone we know blessed us with that 
particular vehicle so it was difficult to tell him 
it had been wrecked.  He was very gracious and 
was simply glad the ladies were safe. !
At the conclusion of our final study of the 
summer my dad fell ill and was taken to the 
E.R.  We thought we were going to lose him, 
but the Lord pulled him through.  Dad has a 
long road ahead but we see glimpses of hope   
and are praying God’s will be done.    !!



More than a couple of blessings… !
Though this life brings challenges, it also 
brings so much blessing beyond anything we 
could expect.  We praise Him for each and 
every opportunity to bring glory to His name. !

7 Dinner Theatres?!… 

!
We just completed our 7th Annual TGCA 
Dinner Theatre.  It’s difficult to believe we 
have survived this many.  Each production 
brings fresh challenges and fresh blessing.  We 
are amazed each year how the students step up 
and how it deepens our attachment to their 
lives, and to see them rise to the challenge of 
performance in front of family, and especially 
in front of their peers.  We try to explain to 
people that with a small school our cast of 16 
will have 2 or 3 who sign up for the class 
because they are passionate about theatre.  In a 
larger school a cast of 16 probably has 14-15 
who are passionate about theatre.  So again, to 
see these students take such a big risk and then 
not simply survive, but to thrive, it simply 
never gets old to be a part of it.  Can’t wait for 
next year! 

     

Rhapsody provides a car for a 
precious missionary… 

!
In late 2015 one of our donors, who has been 
heavily involved with Rhapsody Ministries 
since its beginning, was given a car through a 
family situation and in turn wanted to donate it 
to the ministry in hopes it could be given to 
someone in need.  Nikki and I knew of such a 
person.  Her name is Ms. Carla Bailey and she 
is a precious servant of the Lord.  She is an 
elementary school teacher who drives a very 
long way to work each day and had an ongoing 
problem with reliable transportation.  The 
donor not only donated the car, but also his 
time and money in order to make any repairs in 
order for Ms. Bailey to not have any more 
issues with unreliable transportation!  In what 
turned out to be a highlight of the ministry, we 
were able to hand over the keys and be an 
answer to her prayer.  Only through our Lord… !

Our continued desire… !
We desire to do more.  We continue to support  
missions domestically and internationally, as 
well as helping any in need the Lord places in 
our path.  From helping someone buy groceries, 
to helping a student pay for their ACT fee, to 
giving a car to a missionary who desperately 



needs it, the opportunity to meet the needs of 
others is plentiful. !
We continue in financial/prayer support of 
mission work in Haiti, Bangladesh, and other 
parts of the world as needs are brought to our 
attention.  We have additional missionaries, 
sister ministries, and areas of our school we 
desire to partner with and support.  !
Because of financial support we are able to 
continue this work.  We take what we do, and 
how we do it, very seriously.  Please know if 
the Lord leads you to donate it is used fully for 
the purpose of changing lives, and if so, please 
send a check payable to Rhapsody Ministries, 
Inc.  Your donation is fully tax-deductible.  
PayPal is also available at our website.            !
We also have partnered with Amazon Smile.  If 
you have an account with Amazon please 
consider shopping through smile.amazon.com.  
It is the same as Amazon with the 
difference being that when 
you shop through 

smile.amazon.com, 
Amazon donates 0.5% of 
your purchase to Rhapsody 
Ministries, Inc.  Simply select us as your non-
profit/charity of choice and you will help us 
continue in our ministry!   !

Rhapsody Ministries, Inc. 
4911 Montford Dr. 

St. Louis, MO 63128   !
If you would like to know more about 
Rhapsody Ministries, Inc., please head to 
www.rhapsodyministries.com, and don’t forget 
to “Like” us on Facebook.  We pray God 
reveals Himself to you in new and exciting 
ways each and every day until the day He takes 
us Home!    
______________________________________ !

If this is your first time reading one of our 
newsletters… we believe you are here for a 
reason.  Let me explain what we’re about……   !
Rhapsody Ministries, Inc. was officially 
established in the spring of 2011. One aspect of 
our ministry is to support missionaries/
humanitarians on short term, long term, and 
lifelong mission projects in order to prayerfully, 
emotionally, and financially support them as 
they serve others.   !
A large aspect of Rhapsody Ministries 
encompasses our ministry at Tower Grove 
Academy, a private school in the heart of the 
city of St. Louis.  In 2010, Nikki and I became 
the head(s) of the high school Bible 
department. We are also helping add some 
classes in the fine arts department along with 
academic advising, directing student 
government, assisting with varsity baseball, 
and various other areas of support.  !
In addition to these “two halves” of our 
ministry, we prayerfully and financially help 
any and all who are in need.  If the Lord brings 
them to our attention….we help.  We do much 
of it “secretly” in order to do all we can to call 
attention to our Lord, not to ourselves. !
Nikki and I share less than a full-time salary at 
the school.  Without your donations we would 
be unable to continue in our ministry at the 
school.  We fully believe, and have experienced 
the fact, that obedience comes first and God 
takes care of the rest.  We are not naive, we 
know we can “do better financially” working 
somewhere else, but we live our lives with 
eternal eyes wide open.  We know the Lord will 
provide each day if we remain faithful.   !
If you ever have any questions about any aspect 
of this ministry, simply ask.  We are open about 
what we do and what the Lord is doing in and 
through our lives for His glory.   Blessings!!  

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.ourlivesarenotourown.com
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